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1. EMBASSY WAS QUERIED ON SULSKIENE/KUDIRKA CASE MAY 8 BY UPI 
MOSCOW BUREAU CHIEF MOSELEY AND AP CORRESPONDENT BROENING, BOTH OF 
WHOM HAD BEEN FULLY BRIEFED ON CASE BY SULSKIENE INTERMEDIARY KOVALEV 
(MOSCOW 7069). CONSOFFS AND PRESS ATTACHE REPLIED TO CORRESPONDENTS' 
QUESTIONS ACCORDING TO PRESS GUIDANCE PROVIDED STATE 078505, ALTOUGH 
WE WERE ALSO OBLIGED TO CLARIFY EMBASSY ROLE AS DESCRIBED TO 
CORRESPONDENTS BY KOVALEV. 

2. CORRESPONDENTS WERE AWARE OF SULSKIENE S INTERCEPTION AT VILNIUS 
TRAIN STATION APRIL 28 AND OF FACT THAT KOVALEV WAS TWICE DENIED 
ACCESS TO EMBASSY MARCH 20 AND 21. THEY THEREFORE PUSHED HARD ON 
QUESTION OF ACCESS TO EMBASSY. CONSOFFS REPLIED THAT WE CONSIDER 
DENIAL OF ACCESS TO EMBASSY ON PART PERSONS WITH LEGITIMATE CONSULAR 
BUSINESS TO BE IN VIOLATION BOTH GENERAL INTERNATIONAL PRACTIVE AND 
US-SOVIET CONSULAR CONVENTION. ASKED COURSE OF ACTION WE WOULD TAKE 
IF SULSKIENE UNABLE LEAVE VILNIUS, CONSOFFS EXPRESSED READINESS 
TRAVEL THERE TO MEET WITH HER. 
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3. CONSOFFS REFUSED TO SPECULATE ON ANY EVENTUAL CITIZENSHIP CLAIM 
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BY SIMAS KUDIRKA AND THEY EMPHASIZED THAT IDENTITY AND CITIZENSHIP 
OF SULSKIENE MUST FIRST BE EXTABLISHED. BROENING NONETHELESS 
PURSUED QUESTION OF SIMAS AND ADVANCED THEORY THAT IF HE IS EVENTUALLY 

FOUND TO BE AMCIT, "IE WOULD SHOW SOVIETS HAD NO BASIS ON WHICH TO 
ARREST HIM FOR ATTEMPTING GO TO US." CONSOFFS POINTED OUT THAT 
REGARDLESS OF OUR OWN CITIZENSHIP DETERMINATION, SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
PRESUMABLY WOULD CONTINUE REGARD SUCH PERSONS AS SOVIET CITIZENS. 

THEY ADVISED CORRESPONDENTS THAT SUCH SPECULATION ON SIMAS' SITUATION 
COULD JEOPARDIZE PRESENT EFFORTS TO ASSIST SULSKIENE, AND THEY NOTED 
THAT US SPONSOR (WHOM CONSOFFS REFUSED TO IDENTIFY) HAD APPARENTLY 
DECIDED AGAINST PUBLICITY THUS FAR. FYI: GIVEN DRAMATIC ASPECTS 
THIS STORY, HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT OUR CAUTIONARY ADVICE 
WILL BE HEEDED. END FYI. 

4. EMASSY ATTEMPTING CONTACT KOVALEV (A SAKHAROV ASSOCIATE) TO 
ASCERTAIN CURRENT STATUS OF CASE. ON BASIS THEIR OWN RECENT 
CONVERSATION WITH KOVALEV CORRESPONDENTS CONFIRMED EMBASSY UNER- 
STANDING THAT SULSKIENE HAS IMPRESSION SHE WILL BE PERMITTED TO 
VISIT EMBASSY SHORTLY AFTER MAY 9 HOLIDAY. 

STOESSEL 
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